
The work of an archaeologist
STORIES TASK SHEET

1.  What is archaeology?

a)  The study of past human activity from  
material remains

b)  The study of future human activity from  
material remains

c)  The study of past human activity from  
watching television

 

2. What are material remains?

a) A burning fire

b) Artefacts, buildings, walls

c) Rocks, lakes and the sky

 

3. Artefacts are:

a) Man-made objects

b) Flowers in a garden

c) Rocky mountains

4.  What tools do archaeologists use  
to excavate?

a) Forks, knives and spoons

b) Trowels, shovels and brushes 

c) The internet

 

5. What is rescue archaeology?

a) Archaeology that is discovered by crop marks

b) Archaeology that is discovered by photography

c)  Archaeology that is discovered and rescued 
during the construction of a building

6. What is stratigraphy?

a) Another name for an archaeologist’s tea break

b) A method of dating artefacts using layers

c) A tool used by archaeologists

 

7.  Archaeologists record what they find.  
Does this mean:

a)  They take detailed notes and drawings of  
their find before taking it out of the ground

b)  They take detailed notes of what they ate  
for lunch

c)  They take detailed notes of what the  
weather is like

8.  What is another name for dendrochronology?

a) Tree-ring dating

b) How pottery is dated

c) Boy/ girl dating

GLOSSARY QUESTIONS. Circle the correct answer.
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Name Class

Go through the Map Hotspot ‘Archaeology’. Watch ‘The Archaeologist’ video in 
Stories. Complete the tasks below.
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SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS.  
Write the answer underneath each question. 

1. Name three ways archaeologists find a site

2. Name two ways archaeologists date artefacts

3. Archaeology is all around us. What old ruins can be seen in the countryside?

4. Why do archaeologists excavate slowly and carefully?

5. Name one way an archaeological site and evidence might be destroyed

6. Name one problem that might hinder archaeologists on a site
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1. What kind of work is being done by this archaeologist?

2. Name two tools he is using?

3. What clothing is he wearing?

4. Why do archaeologists use tools to excavate? 

SOURCE QUESTIONS. 
Write the answer underneath each question. 



PEOPLE’S STORIES.  
Use this sheet to write about an archaeologist at work. 

These details may help.

1. How a site is found 

2. Tools used on site 

3. How to date artefacts 
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